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Our students transformed into young 
photographers under the influence of Ansel 
Adams.  We read the book Antsy Ansel by 
Cindy Jenson-Elliott (one of Mrs. Douillard’s 
writing project colleagues, teacher, and 
former garden teacher at Cardiff School), a 
picture book biography of Ansel Adams’ life. 
We learned about his affinity for 
nature--especially Yosemite--and his 
influence in the founding of the National 
Park Service. 
 
With some knowledge of Ansel Adams and 
the inspiration of his photographs along with 
some newly acquired knowledge of 
photographic composition techniques, 
students headed out to our school garden to 
try their hand at some nature photography. 
The school garden is a beautiful resource, 
rich with color and texture and lots of 
opportunity to take interesting photos. 

 
Using our mentor text, the poem Peeling an 
Orange by Eve Merriam, students wrote 
their own small poem inspired by the image 
they selected and edited--transforming it 
from color to black and white--from their 
garden photos.  We collected our poems 
and images into a single slide deck...and 
they are stunning!  These first draft poems 
are the perfect complement to the black and 

white images.  You can view them at 
https://tinyurl.com/room6poems  

 
Last week during Ability Awareness week in 
the Cardiff School District, Max’s Dad came 
in to talk to our class.  He told us all about a 
prosthetic hand that he may be getting 
soon.  It’s waterproof, flexible, and dextrous. 
We all learned that each of us has our own 
unique abilities and that everyone is special. 
Thanks so much for sharing your story 
Mike! 

 
In math we were working on division with an 
unknown number.  For example, we worked 
on problems like __ divided by 8 = 6 or 18 
divided by __ = 6.  Students had to explain 
how they solved the division problems.  In 
addition, students are also continuing work 
on their multiplication facts.  This is an area 
where students need continued practice and 
familiarity.  Please play with multiplication 
with your child daily, building fluency with 
the facts through 9. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
3/27  Rainbow Day Spirit Day and Awards 
Assembly 
3/28  Gala at Full Swing 
3/30-4/3  Parent-Student-Teacher 
Conference Week 
4/6-4/10  Spring Break! 

“Learning to stand in somebody else’s shoes, to see through their eyes, that’s how peace begins.  And it’s 
up to you to make that happen.  Empathy is a quality of character that can change the world.” –Barack 

Obama 
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